
 
  

Announcing an innovative online learning 

programme from Neil Thompson …  
 

Social Work Finishing School 
 

Are you a final-year social work student or a newly qualified worker wanting help to 

become a fully fledged worker? Or perhaps you are an experienced practitioner or 

manager wanting a refresher or to be re-energized? 

 

This is an online learning programme of fives: 

 

➢ Five modules, each with five sections (see below for more information); 

➢ Five worksheets to get you thinking and facilitate your learning; and 

➢ Five questions you can ask Neil about your own specific learning needs. 

 

The Programme includes a range of audiovisual learning materials presented by 

Neil in his usual clear and helpful style, reflecting the wealth of experience and 

expertise he has to offer. A Certificate of Completion for CPD purposes is provided 

at the end of the course.  

 

All this is available for just £99, including VAT. This investment could make all the 

difference in terms of taking your standards of practice to the highest level.  

 

Here’s the full rundown: 

 

➢ Five modules 

➢ Five worksheets 

➢ Five questions 

 

Plus a workbook for notes and exercises.  

 

 

 



 
  

The modules: 
 

1. Coping within a bureaucracy 

a. Working in a bureaucracy without being a bureaucrat 

b. Understanding (and influencing) organizational culture 

c. Working as part of a team 

d. Managing expectations 

e. Managing your workload 
 

2. Being a professional 

a. What it means to be a professional 

b. Using professional knowledge in practice 

c. Using professional skills in practice 

d. Using professional values in practice 

e. Staying in control: Confidence and assertiveness 
 

3. Using support 

a. Using supervision 

b. Formal support in the workplace 

c. Informal support within and beyond the workplace 

d. Employee assistance programmes 

e. Your professional organisation and union 
 

4. Keeping the learning going 

a. Self-directed learning 

b. Reflective practice 

c. Making the most of training 

d. Research and reading 

e. Other sources of learning 
 

5. Surviving and thriving 

a. Keeping stress at bay 

b. Self-care 

c. Resilience 

d. Work-life balance 

e. Career development 

 

  



 
  

The worksheets: 
 

1. Your action plan 

2. Hopes and fears 

3. My support system 

4. Guide to further learning 

5. SWOT analysis 
 

Five questions 
 

While running training courses, speaking at a conference or being involved in a 

consultancy project, Neil has regularly been asked questions specific to that 

person’s learning needs – and on every occasion that person has found the answer 

helpful, illuminating and insightful. So, if you register for this programme, you don’t 

have to wait for the opportunity to meet Neil in person – he will be happy to 

answer up to five questions you may want to ask him. 
 

So, whether you are at an early stage in your social work career or you are fairly 

well established, either way this online learning programme can be of immense 

value to you. It examines the core elements of social work under the guidance of 

one of the leading thinkers and most highly respected authors in the field. There is 

just so much to be gained from being involved in this programme of learning. Can 

you afford to miss out? 
 

If you have any questions about the programme, just drop Neil a line at  

neil@avenueconsulting.co.uk and he will be happy to help! 

 

 

Practice manuals and more … 

 

At Avenue Media Solutions we now have a growing list of publications that have 

been earning very positive feedback. Our series of practice manuals have been 

developed to offer helpful practice guidance rooted in relevant theory and values. 
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By Neil Thompson: 

 

The Social Worker’s Practice Manual 

The Learning from Practice Manual (for practice educators and others involved in 

promoting workplace learning) 

The Managing Stress Practice Manual 

The Problem Solver’s Practice Manual 

 

By Sue Thompson: 

 

The Care of Older People Practice Manual 

 

By Bernard Moss and Neil Thompson 

 

The Values-based Practice Manual 

The Spirituality and Religion Practice Manual 

 

Also available: 
 

Lessons for Living: 101 Top Tips for Optimal Well-being at Work and Beyond 

By Neil Thompson  
 

Hear what Neil has to say about what can be done to improve our quality of life. 

Neil’s tips have received a great deal of positive feedback over the years. Here 

they are gathered into a single volume and accompanied by Neil’s explanation of the 

importance of taking well-being seriously. This is essential reading for anyone who 

wants to get the most they can out of life. 
 

Your Social Work Journal: A Journey: From First Thoughts to First Placement 

By Sue Thompson  
 

This is an ideal resource for people just beginning their social work journey or 

considering embarking on one. Written by a highly experienced social work 

professional and esteemed educator, it provides an excellent guide to beginning a 

career in social work. 

 

  



 
  

How to Survive in Social Work 

By Neil Thompson and John McGowan  

 

Much-needed guidance on not only surviving, but also aiming for thriving. An 

essential guide for modern social work. 

 

Anti-racism for Beginners 

By Neil Thompson 

 

A clear and helpful introduction to the complex and sensitive area of anti-racism. 

 

 

Dr Neil Thompson 

 

Following a successful career in social work as a practitioner, manager and 

educator, Neil now works as an independent writer, educator and adviser on various 

aspects of well-being and human relations. 

 

His website, with his acclaimed Manifesto for Making a Difference and free 

learning resources, is at www.NeilThompson.info. 

 

 

Avenue House, 1, Worcester Road, Bangor on Dee, Wrexham, LL13 0JB 

01978 781117 info@avenueconsulting.co.uk 

 

 

All our publications are available via Amazon or from https://bit.ly/3hyyyWk 

Discounts available for purchase of five or more copies of any one title 

Prices include UK postage and packing 

 

https://bit.ly/3hyyyWk

